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"Swiss Touch in Wine & Art" was held on Tuesday, December 3rd, 2019 at swissnex, Pier 17 Suite 800, San Francisco, CA 94111

The Mission of the Consulate General of Switzerland in San Francisco
One of twenty-three Swiss foreign representations in the United States, the Consulate General of
Switzerland in San Francisco works to provide a range of consular services to Swiss nationals on the West
Coast. Through their Department of Culture and Education, the Swiss Consulate encourages deep, personal
interactions with Swiss culture through projects within arts, innovation, human rights, and technology.

“We want events which are precise, which are detailed. That’s a very Swiss characteristic!
Having grown up in Germany, Kala was familiar with this so she fit right in."

Responsible for organizing these events on the West Coast is Cultural & Public Diplomacy Officer, Jale Yoldas. For
this particular event celebrating art — part of a trilogy of events centered on wine — Yoldas was unsure of what the
end result might look like because this was a new event format.
“We didn’t have a concrete idea at first of what we wanted to do. I knew we would have three events on wine
including Wine & Art, Wine & Labor, and Wine & Education, but what the Wine & Art event would look like wasn't
clear," she said. "Then through a bit of research, we thought: why don’t we offer some workshops? We have this
wonderful location, so let’s do some workshops with wine and music, cheese, and art following a panel of speakers.”

“Keine Zukunft ohne Herkunft”— No Future Without a Past
After having worked with Kala Maxym of Five Senses Tastings on a
successful prior event with the Goethe-Institut, Yoldas kept in contact
with her, and reached out to Maxym about the upcoming wine and art
event.
“I remembered the great experience we had at the Goethe-Institut. Back
then, we asked Kala and her team if they could put a tasting event
together that would translate a photo exhibition on children of Moldovan
immigrants into a full-sensory experience."
Shortly after reconnecting on LinkedIn, Maxym helped refine Yoldas’s
vision for the upcoming event and began planning the details. “She came
up with the idea of offering music, and asked if I knew a chocolatier so
we could combine wine, music, and chocolate.

Kala arrived at the event place and immediately asked, "What can I do? How can I help?" She
wasn’t the type of person we just hired to come and handle the music and that was it. Instead,
she was focused on how she could help make the event a big success,” she continued. “That’s
what her approach is, and that’s what I remember from the Goethe-Institut as well.”

Preparing for Showtime
Maxym grew up in Germany and visited Switzerland many times both as a child and, later in life, as a professional opera
singer. One of the things she was particularly excited about showcasing were the three main languages spoken:
German, French, and Italian. She chose musical selections that brought each one of these cultural elements to life,
using music from many different time periods and styles. She hired violinist Mélanie Clapiès and pianist Ian Scarfe, both
local to San Francisco, to perform at the event.

These musical selections were chosen to complement the rich cultural history of Switzerland but also to bring the
tasting elements of the wine and chocolate to life. Each pairing was introduced, first by the winemaker, then the
chocolatier, and finally by Maxym, who brought the elements together in full-sensory harmony.
While the musicians played the chosen musical selections, the guests tasted their wine and chocolate with care, finding
different tasting elements as the night progressed.

An Eye for Detail
After working together at the Goethe Institut, Yoldas was confident
in Maxym’s ability to deliver an event that was “very special.”
“Kala has this eye for detail, and I think that’s where we really came
together,” Yoldas said. “We want events which are precise, which are
detailed. That’s a very Swiss characteristic! Having grown up in
Germany, Kala was familiar with this so she fit right in."
Yoldas remained impressed by Five Senses Tastings’ professionalism
during the entire planning process.
“[Maxym] is very responsive. And on top of that, she knows exactly
what she needs to accomplish her vision and bring it to life. Even
then, however, she was open to discussing what I wanted and
needed for the event, and she was able to turn what I wanted into
a reality on the day."
Guests expressed gratitude by emailing Yoldas following the event,
telling her that it was "the event of the year for them.”

Final Thoughts
”I'm usually very critical of my events. There’s always something
I’m not a big fan of,” Yoldas said. “But ... I can't really say
anything negative about this event, which is rare. You can
organize an event and it looks perfect, but then something goes
wrong— maybe the speaker wasn’t engaging, or somebody
doesn’t like something, and that negative mood is easily picked
up by attendees. But that just didn’t happen. Everybody was
really happy.”
Yoldas would recommend working with Five Senses Tastings to
other event planners.
“Sometimes I wish we could do more of these kinds of events
related to food and music. It would give me the chance to work
more with Kala."
I would love to work with Kala again anytime. I look forward to
it. As soon as the opportunity presents itself, I will take it.”
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